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A N D I S S U E S  C O N C E R N I N G O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

H E Y S N OW B I R D S  A N D F U L L -T I M E R S,

  We  h ave  dec i d ed  t o  t ry  keep  t he  F LASH  go i ng  t h rough  t he  s umme r  s o  ou r
snowb i rd s  and  s ea sona l  ren t e rs  c an  s t ay  up  t o  d a t e  on  wha t ’ s  h appen i ng  he re
a t  Foun t a i n  La ke s—even  wh i l e  you ’ re  away .
  As  many  of  you  know ,  we ’ re  c u rren t ly  expe r i en c i ng  t he  wo rs t  d rough t  i n  8
yea rs  a c ro s s  Sou t hwes t  F l o r i d a .  The  l a s t  t ime  i t  wa s  t h i s  d ry  was  ba c k  i n  May
2017 .  Ou r  l a ke  l eve l s  a re  down ,  and  t he  g ra s s  i s  b rown—we  re a l l y  need  s ome
ra i n  s oon !
  We ’ re  hope f u l  t h a t  re l i e f  w i l l  c ome  w i t h  t h e  s t a r t  of  ra i ny  s e a son ,  wh i c h
of f i c i a l l y  b eg i n s  on  J une  1 s t ,  a l s o  ma rk i ng  t he  beg i nn i ng  of  h u rr i c ane  s ea son .
Summe r  i n  Sou t hwes t  F l o r i d a  i s  no t  fo r  t h e  fa i n t  of  h ea r t — t empe ra t u re s  s oa r
i n t o  t h e  90s ,  and  s t o rms  c an  t u rn  t h i ng s  f rom  bad  t o  wo rs e  i n  a  ma t t e r  of
hou rs .  I t ’ s  impo r t an t  fo r  eve ryone  t o  t a ke  s umme r  wea t he r  s e r i o u s ly .
  The re  i s  a  l o t  of  t a l k  and  conf u s i on  s u rround i ng  swa l e s ,  c u lve r t s ,  l a ke s ,  and
g ra s se s .  Ou r  goa l  i s  t o  h e l p  exp l a i n  t h e  impo r t ance  of  t h i s  t o  ou r  c ommun i t y
and  t he  hea l t h  of  o u r  e co  sys t em
W hy  Swa l e s  M at te r
  As  we  p repa re  fo r  t h e  ra i ny  s e a son ,  i t  i s  a  good  t ime  t o  t a l k  abou t  swa l e s—
why  t he  Mas t e r  Boa rd  mon i t o rs  t h em  so  c l o s e ly ,  and  t he i r  impo r t ance  t o  ou r
commun i t y  and  l a ke  sys t em .
  S imp ly  pu t ,  a  s t o rmwa te r  sys t em  manages  runof f  f rom  ra i nfa l l .  When  ra i n  fa l l s
on  roof t op s ,  ro ad s ,  p a rk i ng  l o t s ,  and  o t he r  h a rd  s u r fa c e s ,  t h e  wa t e r  doe sn ’ t
s oa k  i n— i t  f l ows .  Th i s  s t o rmwa te r  runof f  i s  d i re c t ed  i n t o  g ra t e s ,  swa l e s ,  o r
d i t c he s ,  wh i c h  l e ad  t o  s t o rmwa te r  ponds  ( l i ke  ou r  l a ke s ) .  The se  ponds  he l p
p reven t  f l o od i ng  and  f i l t e r  po l l u t an t s  be fo re  t h e  wa t e r  re a che s  t h e  g roundwa te r
( ou r  ma i n  d r i n k i ng  s ou rc e )  o r  n a t u ra l  wa t e rways  l i ke  r i ve rs ,  l a ke s ,  and  t he  Gu l f .
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M a i nte na n c e  Re s p o n s i b i l i t y
  Ma i n t a i n i ng  t h i s  sys t em  i s  t h e  re spons i b i l i t y  of  t h e  Mas t e r  As soc i a t i on .  Tha t
i n c l ude s  l a bo r  and  co s t s  t o  en su re  eve ry t h i ng  f unc t i on s  p rope r ly .  Th i s
re spons i b i l i t y  i s  s h a red  by  a l l  p rope r t y  owne rs—even  i f  you  don ’ t  l i ve  nex t  t o  a
l a ke  o r  swa l e—becau se  a l l  o f  o u r  s t o rmwa te r  even tua l l y  f l ows  i n t o  t h e  s ame
sys t em .
  Le t ’ s  a l l  d o  ou r  p a r t  t o  p ro t e c t  t h e  i n fra s t ru c t u re  and  na t u ra l  re sou rc e s  t h a t  h e l p
keep  Foun t a i n  La ke s  a  s a fe  and  beau t i f u l  p l a c e  t o  l i ve— ra i n  o r  s h i n e .

S t ay  c oo l  and  s t ay  i n fo rmed ,
J oe

O u r  L a ke s
  Ou r  l a ke s  a re  man -made  s t o rmwa te r  ponds ,  d e s i gned  e i t h e r  a s :
Re t en t i on  ponds ,  wh i c h  ho l d  wa t e r  pe rmanen t ly ,  o r  d e t en t i on  ponds ,  wh i c h
t empo ra r i l y  s t o re  wa t e r  and  s l ow ly  re l e a se  i t .
Bo t h  t ype s  of  ponds  he l p  manage  s t o rmwa te r  and  reduce  f l o od i ng .  Bu t  ou r  l a ke s
a re  mo re  t h an  j u s t  wa t e r  managemen t  t oo l s — t hey  a re  a  v i t a l  e co sys t em .  They
requ i re  regu l a r  c a re  and  ma i n t enance  t o  f unc t i on  e f fe c t i ve ly .  Hea l t hy  l a ke s  h e l p
f i l t e r  po l l u t an t s ,  s t ab i l i z e  s ho re l i n e s ,  and  s uppo r t  h ab i t a t s  fo r  l o c a l  w i l d l i fe .
P ro t e c t i ng  t he se  sys t ems  ensu re s  a  c l e ane r ,  s a fe r  env i ronmen t  fo r  bo t h  re s i d en t s
and  na t u re .  Sp i ke ru sh  i s  impo r t an t  t o  l a ke s  a s  a  n a t i ve  p l an t  t h a t  p rov i de s  food
and  h ab i t a t  fo r  va r i o u s  w i l d l i fe ,  i n c l ud i ng  wa t e r fow l ,  f i s h ,  and  i nve r t eb ra t e s  a s
we l l  a s  s t ab i l i z i ng  ou r  b ank s .   Howeve r ,  i t  c an  be come  i nva s i ve  when  i t  s p re ads
t oo  rap i d ly  and  ou t compe te s  na t i ve  vege t a t i on ,  po t en t i a l l y  d i s rup t i ng  t he  l a ke ' s
e co sys t em .  Tha t  i s  why  t he  Mas t e r  Boa rd  i s  wo rk i ng  w i t h  ou r  l a ke  managemen t
company  on  a  l ong  t e rm  so l u t i on  t o  ou r  s p i ke ru sh  i s s ue .   

* * * *  M U C H  O F  TH E  I N FO R MATI O N  WA S  D I R E CTLY  TAK E N  F RO M  TH E  S O U TH W E ST  F LO R I DA
MANAG E M E N T  D I S CTR I C  B RO C H U R E * * *



A  N OTE  F RO M  O U R  FO U N TAI N  L AK E S  MA STE R
BOAR D  TR E A S U R E R  LO R I  S M I TH

U N D E R STAN D I N G  O U R  B U D G E T  AN D  F I NAN C IAL  PL AN N I N G

Ca re f u l  b udge t i ng  and  re spons i b l e  s pend i ng  a re  e s s en t i a l  t o  en su r i ng  t h a t  ou r
a s so c i a t i on  c an  mee t  i t s  f i n anc i a l  ob l i g a t i on s ,  ma i n t a i n  and  enhance  t h e  beau t y  of  o u r
commun i t y ,  and  con t i n ue  of fe r i ng  t h e  re c re a t i ona l  and  en t e r t a i nmen t  oppo r t un i t i e s
t h a t  make  Foun t a i n  La ke s  s u ch  an  en j oyab l e  p l a c e  t o  l i ve .

Wh i l e  i t ’ s  impo r t an t  t o  ma i n t a i n  t h e  qua l i t y  of  o u r  c ommun i t y ,  we  mus t  a l s o  rema i n
f i s c a l l y  re spons i b l e .  S t ay i ng  w i t h i n  budge t  i s  c r i t i c a l .  R i s i ng  c o s t s  mus t  be  managed
ca re f u l l y  t o  m i n im i z e  i n c re a se s  i n  HOA  dues  and ,  impo r t an t ly ,  t o  avo i d  t h e  need  fo r
spec i a l  a s s e s smen t s .

To  a ch i eve  t h i s  b a l an ce ,  o u r  f i n anc i a l  p l ann i ng  i s  gu i d ed  by  two  p r ima ry  budge t s :
 •  The  Ope ra t i ona l  Budge t  c ove rs  t h e  c ommun i t y ’ s  d ay - t o -day  expense s—eve ry t h i ng
from  l ands cap i ng  and  ma i n t enance  t o  u t i l i t i e s  and  managemen t  fe e s .
 •  The  Re se rve  Budge t  i s  d ed i c a t ed  t o  f u t u re  and  l a rge r - s c a l e  p ro j e c t s .  I t  en su re s  we
have  f unds  s e t  a s i d e  fo r  ma j o r  repa i rs  and  rep l a c emen t s ,  s u ch  a s  roof i ng ,  p av i ng ,  o r
amen i t y  upg rade s .

I n  2024 ,  we  conduc t ed  a  Re se rve  S t udy  t o  h e l p  gu i d e  ou r  l ong - t e rm  f i n anc i a l  p l ann i ng .
Th i s  s t udy  i n c l uded :
 •  A  phys i c a l  i n spec t i on  of  o u r  c ommon  a re a s
 •  A  f i n anc i a l  a na lys i s  of  o u r  re s e rve  f und
 •  A  re commended  f und i ng  p l an  t o  en su re  adequa t e  re sou rc e s  a re  ava i l a b l e  when  ma j o r
p ro j e c t s  a r i s e

Ou r  u l t ima t e  goa l  i s  t o  p re se rve  and  imp rove  Foun t a i n  La ke s  wh i l e  ma i n t a i n i ng  a  s t rong
f i n anc i a l  p o s i t i o n—p ro t e c t i ng  bo t h  ou r  p rope r t y  va l u e s  and  ou r  re s i d en t s ’  wa l l e t s .

T H E  V I L L AS  AT F O U N TA I N  L A K E S  P R E PA R E S  F O R  T H E  H O L I DAY W E E K E N D



2 0 2 5  PI C K L E B AL L  U . S .  O PE N

T h e  P i c k l e b a l l  U .S.  O p e n  i s  p i c k l e b a l l ’s  b i g g e s t  eve n t  o f  t h e  ye a r,  w h e re
t h o u s a n d s  o f  p i c k l e b a l l  a m a t e u r s  a n d  p ro f e s s i o n a l s  c o m p e t e  f o r  n a t i o n a l
re c o g n i t i o n .  T h i s  ye a r ’s  eve n t  h a d  a  re c o rd - b re a k i n g  3 , 0 0 0 +  p a r t i c i p a n t s
a n d  5 0 , 0 0 0 +  s p e c t a t o r s .  

T h i s  wa s  m y  s i x t h  U S  O p e n  a n d  ye a r  a f t e r  ye a r  t h e  eve n t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  g row
a n d  evo l ve .  I f  yo u  a re  a t  a l l  i n t o  P i c k l e b a l l  t h i s  i s  a  m u s t  d o  eve n t .  T h e  6 0
c o u r t s  o f f e r  u n l i m i t e d  v i ew i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  f o r  eve r yo n e  t h e re  i s  a
g re a t  “ p a r t y ” a t m o s p h e re  w i t h  f o o d  t r u c k s  a n d  ve n d o r t e n t s .

T h i s  ye a r ’s  t o u r n a m e n t  k i c ke d  o f f  i n  N a p l e s  o n  A p r i l  2 6 t h  a n d  l a s t e d
t h ro u g h  M a y  3 rd .  T h e  e m p h a s i s  o f  t h e  U S  O p e n  i s  a m a t u e r p l a ye r s  b u t  t h i s
ye a r  h a d  s o m e  ve r y  n o t a b l e  p ro f e s s i o n a l  p l a ye r s  a s  we l l .  H e a d l i n i n g  t h e
eve n t  o n  t h e  p ro  s i d e  wa s  wo r l d ’s  b e s t  p l a ye r  a n d  t e e n a g e  p h e n o m ,  A n n a
Le i g h  Wa t e r s  w h o  p a r t n e re d  w i t h  a l l  t i m e  g re a t  t e n n i s  l e g e n d  A n d re  A g a s s i .
Ro u n d i n g  o u t  t h e  p ro  s i d e  wa s  a n o t h e r t e n n i s  l e g e n d ,  I va n  Le n d l  a n d
H e i s m a n  Tro p h y  w i n n e r D a n n y  We u r f f e l .  M a n y  A P P  p ro f e s s i o n a l  p l a ye r s  t o o k
p a r t  i n c l u d i n g  M e g a n  Fu d g e ,  J a c k  M o n ro e ,  B o b b i  O s h i ro ,  C h r i s  H a y wo r t h
a n d  l o c a l  l e g e n d  S i m o n e  J a rd i n .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b i g  n a m e  a t h l e t e s  t h e  eve n t  f e a t u re s  p l a ye r s  f ro m  a l l  f i f t y
s t a t e s  a n d  m a n y  f o re i g n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  i s  a  s h owc a s e  f o r  f u t u re  t a l e n t  a s  we
s e e  t h e  t re n d  o f  P i c k l e b a l l  b e c o m i n g  m o re  m a i n s t re a m  w i t h  yo u n g e r
p l a ye r s .  A g e  a n d  ra n k i n g  d i v i s i o n s  a l l ow  a l l  a b i l i t i e s  t o  c o m p e t e  a n d  t h e
g re a t e r  E s t e ro -  B o n i t a -  N a p l e s  a re a  wa s  we l l  re p re s e n t e d  w i t h  fa m i l i a r
fa c e s .

T h e  2 0 2 6  eve n t  w i l l  t a ke  p l a c e  f ro m  A p r i l  1 1 -1 8  a t  t h e  U S O P  N a t i o n a l
P i c k l e b a l l  C e n t e r  i n  E a s t  N a p l e s

C OAC H E S  C O R N E R
W / T. J  PA R I S I


